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Language Focus
Section 1
Write the verbs in the simple past tense.

I (quit)

quit

my job last week because the bosses (be) 1.1

They even (refuse) 1.2

to pay my final wage. It was not until I (write) 1.3

email to their head office to complain that they (pay) 1.4
a new job.

very unfair towards me.
an

me. Luckily for me, I soon (find) 1.5
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Language Focus
Section 2
Put x in front of the correct form of the verb.
There is an example at the beginning of the text.

Milly and Sandra (
sitting,

am,

is,

was) good friends. Last Saturday, they 2.1 (

are,

sits,

was

were sitting) at their usual table in their local café.

“If you ask your boss now, I'm sure she 2.2 (
Sandra, as they 2.3 (
2.4 (

sit,

listen,

sip,

listened,

sips,

sipped,

is listening,

were) uncertain. If only Sandra 2.6 (

help,

helps,

helped,

will help) you,” Milly said to

is sipping) their hot chocolate. Usually, Sandra

was listening) to Milly but this time she 2.5 (
speaks,

spoke,

had spoken,

am,

is,

was,

was speaking) out at the

office meeting the day before.
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Language Focus
Section 3
Put x in front of the right word.
There are more words than you will need. No word may be used more than once.

3.1	Alison has a (

photographed,

photographing,

photograph,

photographs,

photographer,

photographic) memory - she remembers everything after seeing it just once.
3.2	Julian always takes a lot of (
photographer,

photographed,

photograph,

photographs,

photographic) when he is on holiday.

3.3	My cousin would like to be a professional (
photographs,

photographing,

photographer,

3.4	
The prime minister's main (

photographed,

photographing,

photograph,

photographic) in the future.

opposes,

opposed,

opposing,

opposition,

opponent,

opposed,

opposing,

opponents) is a very good speaker.
3.5	The secret to winning is finding the weaknesses of the (
opposition,

opponent,

3.6	My brothers and sisters (
opponents) the idea.

4

opposes,

opponents) team.
opposes,

opposed,

opposing,

opposition,

opponent,
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Language Focus
Section 4
Put x in front of the right form of the adjective.

0.

I have not experienced (

4.1 This winter has been (
4.2 This is (

a hot,
an icy,

an interesting,

4.3 Catherine is (

a generous,

a hotter,
an icier,

the hottest) summer than 2010.
the iciest) winter on record.

more interesting,
more generous,

the most interesting) book I have ever read.
the most generous) than all my other friends.
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Section 5
Delete and replace the other ten mistakes with the correct words.
There is an example at the beginning of the text.

Winnie the Wombat

celebrates

This year, Winnie the wombat celebrate her 31st birthday, making her the oldest wombat in australia, and
properly the world. “Common wombats generally live in captivity for about 25 years, so it is actually quiet
rare and unusual to have a wombat survive over the age of 30,” said Daniel Smith from the National Zoo.
Winnie were orphaned as a baby and raised at the zoo. Visitors often find her digging burrows and playing
with alot of toys. Winnie is difficult to spot in her enclosure, but you can see her moving around in the
bushes when you walk passed and you now that she is in there.
Winnie is a bit of a celebrity, with her own Facebook page and more then one thousand followers. Her
keeper’s share photos of her and post humorous updates every day.
The wombat’s favourite foods are grated carrot and sweet potato, and perhaps her healthy diet and active
lifestyle have contributed to her age. According to Daniel Smith, she is much loved at the zoo. “She has
definite been able to live a very long and happy life here.”
This year, Winnie the wombat celebrates her 31st birthday, making her the oldest wombat in australia, and
properly the world. “Common wombats generally live in captivity for about 25 years, so it is actually quiet
rare and unusual to have a wombat survive over the age of 30,” said Daniel Smith from the National Zoo.
Winnie were orphaned as a baby and raised at the zoo. Visitors often find her digging burrows and playing
with alot of toys. Winnie is difficult to spot in her enclosure, but you can see her moving around in the
bushes when you walk passed and you now that she is in there.
Winnie is a bit of a celebrity, with her own Facebook page and more then one thousand followers. Her
keeper’s share photos of her and post humorous updates every day.
The wombat’s favourite foods are grated carrot and sweet potato, and perhaps her healthy diet and active
lifestyle have contributed to her age. According to Daniel Smith, she is much loved at the zoo. “She has
definite been able to live a very long and happy life here.”

Free writing

Festive Celebrations
Your family has friends or relations who live in an English-speaking country. You and your family have been
invited to experience Christmas and/or the New Year with them. The family you will visit has two children,
including a teenager.

Pictures: Colourbox

Write an email (350-450 words) to the teenager that you will be staying with, to
prepare your trip.
You must include the following:
• What are you most looking forward to about spending Christmas and/or New Year
away from home?
• What would you like to know about their festive celebrations before you arrive?
• Which of your own festive celebrations are most important to you, and why?
Tell your friend how you celebrate these occasions.
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